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Welcome to Gilbert Paterson! This booklet contains general information
regarding registration, option descriptions and grade 8 startup for the
2020-21 school year.

Please keep this for your reference. Use the option course descriptions
to help you select options on during the online PowerSchool
registration period of May 4-8. Instructions will be sent out.
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A message from the Principal, Mr. Christiansen

Students and Parents:

Welcome to Gilbert Paterson! This spring has been an adjustment for students, staff and
parents. We are eager to return to face to face instruction in the fall and are hopeful that we
will be able to do so from day one. We are also realistic that we may not be starting the fall in
the tradition manner. Regardless, classes begin on Tuesday, September 15, 2020.

If we are able to have a conventional start with all students, the following activities will take
place. We will have a Grade 6 Open House in the last week of August for all grade incoming
grade 6 students to get their locks, tour the school and get comfortable with their new
surroundings. You will receive a post card over the summer inviting you and the date and time
will be on our website.

We will have a staggered entry with grade 6 coming first thing in the morning and grade 7/8
students coming after lunch. We feel this will give our grade 6’s a smooth transition and the
chance to learn about their new school and routines with help from all staff. As a result, start
times are:

Grade 6 — meet in the small gym at 8:00-8:10 — Meet your homeroom teacher. Homeroom
teachers (advisors) will collect students and then return to their homeroom classroom. In the
homeroom classroom, students will receive their timetable, locker, lock, bus information and
anything else they need to know. They will find out where their options and PE are, have a
grade 6 assembly and learn the lunch routine. These tasks will take all morning and go into
the afternoon.

Grade 7 and 8 — meet in the small gym (grade 7) and large gym (grade 8) at 12:20 —
Homeroom teachers will collect their class and pass out timetables, lockers and other
important information. Students will spend the afternoon in their homeroom or dyad. Regular
classes will begin Wednesday for all students.

If we are unable to begin the school year in a conventional manner, you will be notified
ASAP with alternate start up plans and procedures.

Please keep this booklet handy as it contains important information you may need to
reference throughout the year. Please do not hesitate to call our office and speak to Leanna
or Jennifer with any questions as well at (403) 329-0125.

Thank you, and we all look forward to seeing you in September!

Darryl Christiansen - Principal



How does my child get placed in a core class for grade 8?

There is much to consider in the creation of the composition of each class for the upcoming
year and this takes us several weeks to work through each spring. We look at academic,
physical, second language, and social / emotional / behavioral considerations. We consider
children’s personalities and how well they have worked together in the past. Gender ratios
help us to balance out the rest. Finally, class sizes are considered so that each grade level
class is similar in size. The current year’s teachers play a large role in creating classes based
on their experience working with the children in the school. We also transition with all of
our feeder school teachers to gather the same insight and information regarding incoming
grade 6 students.

Can | request a teacher or classroom for grade 8?

Due to the considerations described above and the sheer number of students, we do not
accept requests for specific teachers or classes. At the same time, we believe that parents
can provide us with invaluable insight with respect to what we should consider when
placing your child.

Rather than accepting notes, letters, emails or phone calls from parents with information
about their child, a “Student Profile Form 2020-21” has been created. This is optional and
available for parents to let us know more about the educational, social and emotional
needs of your child if you choose to do so. This form allows for communication of
considerations that lie outside of requesting a specific teacher or classroom. It is available
on our website at the link below.

https://gp.lethsd.ab.ca/download/253060

The key is to find the best balance for all of those factors within each class

to help ensure that each child, and teacher, has the most successful year possible.
Additionally, we need to remember that our staffing process is often not completed until
after class lists are formed. Given all of these factors, we feel that it is best practice to no
longer grant requests for specific teachers. Should you wish to complete the form, please
submit it by email to darryl.christiansen@Iethsd.ab.ca by Monday May 11th. Please
contact school administration if you have any questions.
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General Programming Information

This booklet is designed to help you plan your year at Gilbert Paterson so please keep it
handy and refer back to it as necessary. At Paterson we have two streams of programming
for grade 8:

e English Learning — all core classes taught in English
e French Immersion —all core classes taught in French, available only to students who
have completed French Immersion programming in elementary

As you are aware, students are assigned to a homeroom or dyad pattern for their core
classes: Language Arts, Social Studies, Mathematics, Science and French Language Arts (for
French Immersion students only). These core classes are built to maximize learning
opportunities for all students. Physical Education and Health are also required to be taken
by all students and are delivered by specialized teachers trained in those disciplines.

Students also receive elective/option classes of their choosing. Every effort is made to
accommodate the choices made on the registration form. However, due to space, change
in staffing or other circumstances, availability of options can change. And student may not
get all the options they want.

General Guidelines for Electives/Options:

1. The school year is divided into 3 terms, each term having 2 option blocks. This means
students could potentially have six different options each year.

2. Band and Choral are FULL YEAR options, meaning they will take up 3 of the 6 option
blocks. Students who choose one of these options will then only fill an additional 3
option blocks.

3. On the registration form, students will be asked to indicate 6 - 8 optionsthey
have an interest in.

4, Be advised that some options have a supplementary fee attached to them to cover
additional material and supply costs.

5. Option choices may change by fall start up based on numbers and staffing.



GRADE 8 Full Year Options

BAND - The Band program at Gilbert Paterson Middle School focusses on the fundamentals of wind and
percussion instruments. There are no music prerequisites for this class. All students learn a new
instrument at the same pace. Regular practice at home is required and attendance at retreats, festivals
and evening performances is encouraged. Additional Costs Students are required to rent an instrument. If
renting from the school, the cost per year is $122.00 (for large instruments only) as well as a $70 year end cleaning
fee. Each student is also required to purchase a method book for $17.00. There will also be a spring band retreat
to Banff in May. Costs will be determined at a later date (fundraising opportunities available)

CHORAL - This option facilitates the learning of choral skills such as breathing, vocal production,
communication, music theory, cooperation, commitment and self-discipline. Students enrolled in this
course will be expected to attend performances at concerts, festivals & events. Some out of town travel
may be required. Additional Costs: $75.00/student includes a performance shirt and deposit on the spring trip to
ChoralFest North in Edmonton. An additional $225.00 will be required to be paid prior to the festival

HOCKEY DEVELOPMENT - The Paterson Hockey Development is not technically an option and will not
take up any of a students’ elective spaces. As part of this program, students will miss a core class during
the last period each Monday during the season (late Sept-end of March) and travel to a local rink for
some ice time. Bus transportation is provided to the rink, parents are responsible for pickup at
approximately 4PM. Space is limited; please indicate current level of Lethbridge minor hockey
experience on the registration form.

Additional Costs: Each student enrolled in PHD will be required to pay a fee of $250.00. Students are
required to supply their own equipment & skates.

GRADE 8 Single Term Options
(Please note that some single term options have fees of $10-525 to cover course materials)

ARCHERY — You will learn the basics of archery and proper maintenance and care of the equipment.
Focus will be on technique and ways to enjoy the sport of archery.

ART - The Grade 8 Art Program focuses on three major components of visual learning:

Drawing, Composition and Encounters. Art 7 is a valuable asset but not necessary.

CONSTRUCTION - A hands-on introduction to the safe use of hand tools & selected power tools and
construction of wood products.

COSMETOLOGY - If you have an interest in hair, nails, and/or makeup, then you will have fun learning
about the art and science of beauty care in Cosmetology. This course will introduce students to some
fundamental skills in a variety of topic areas of the beauty industry such as make-up applications,
manicures and hairstyles using braids, twists and knots.

DESIGN - You will have a chance to discover and follow your interests in this course that will explore the
basic elements of design. Explore the worlds of architecture, interior design, and fashion design - just to
name a few. Hands on project learning will be the focus of this class, so bring your creativity.

DRAMA & THEATRE - This class is designed to promote performing arts, ignite imagination and breed
creativity through study of movement, speech, improvisation, script work, and other forms of theatrics.
Sets, directing and script writing will also be studied.

DRIVERS’ EDUCATION - Learn what is required to write the Leaner’s License test as laid out in the
Government of Alberta Basic Drivers Handbook. Through a variety of activities, students will prepare for
the world of driving. Please put your birthdate beside the option choice box.

FITNESS - Students will acquire the knowledge, skills and attributes associated with fitness and an overall
healthy lifestyle: cardiovascular, muscular strength, flexibility and muscular endurance in our fitness
center.




FOODS - Students will work in groups to create culinary masterpieces and learn about food & kitchen
safety, nutrition, simple meal planning, and food preparation techniques

FOODS —ADVANCED - If you enjoyed Foods and are ready to kick it up a notch, then Advanced Foods is
for you! Designed to be a mini culinary school experience, this class will explore the finer, more
advanced aspects of creative cooking.

FRENCH - Students will acquire various skills and knowledge through communication, experience,
culture, language formation and general language education. Four components of language learning are
integrated, each having its own focus and emphasis.

HANDBELLS - Using hand bells and hand chimes, students will learn many aspects of classic and
contemporary music. No prior musical training or extensive instruction is required. Students will
perform at a small number of concerts outside of school time.

LEADERSHIP - Students will discover and explore personal strengths through games, school activity
planning, small group discussions and team building activities. Build strong inter-personal skills that will
help you be successful in high school and beyond, while participating in fun events and programs in and
around the school.

OUTDOOR EDUCATION — If you like the outdoors and a challenge, this option will be for you. Learn
about knots, building shelters and surviving in the outdoors with hands-on activities. There will also be a
fishing component that will include some field trips to city locations.

PRODUCTION ARTS — Students will learn about video editing and other production software that
enables them to make creative projects and learn valuable tech skills.

SOCCER —This option is for students who are currently playing organized soccer and would like to
develop their skills further. Focus will be on skill development and game play. Students must have

their own shin guards. This is a one term option offered in the fall and spring.

SPANISH - The learning of Spanish as a second language enables students to develop the knowledge,
skills and attitudes they need to communicate efficiently and effectively in a variety of situations and
contexts. The program develops an appreciation of other cultures as well as their own.

TECHNOLOGY- Students will be given firsthand opportunities to use various pieces of

technology including 3D printing over the course of the class to build their computer skills and
applications.

THEATER TECH - Exploration of the aspects of Theatre behind the scenes. In this course we will look at
Lighting Design, Sound for theatre, set design, stage management and more. This course is designed for
those who love Drama and Theatre but don't want to be on stage in the spotlight.

VIDEO STUDIES - This course is designed to enhance language skills in a different medium. The goal is to
help students understand how images and language can convey ideas, values, and beliefs.

YOGA - In this class, students will participate in the different types of yoga practices and explore the
history of yoga. Students will engage in self-regulation and experience the positive impact that yoga
practice
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